A HISTORY OF POLAND
ciuszko made the following appeal to Alexander on behalf
of his countrymen:
" I request three favours of you: the first is to grant
a general amnesty to the Poles without any restriction,
and that the serfs scattered in foreign countries may he
regarded as free if they return to their homes; the
second, that your Majesty will proclaim yourself King
of Poland, with a free Constitution approaching that
of England, and that you cause schools to be established
there for die instruction of the serfs; that their servi-
tude be abolished at the end often years, and that they
may enjoy the foil possession of their property. If my
prayers are granted, I will go in person (ill though I
am) to throw myself at Your Majesty's feet to thank
you, and to be the first to render homage to my
sovereign."
To this the Emperor replied in the following autograph
letter:
" I feel great satisfaction, General, in answering your
letter. Your wishes shall be accomplished with the
help of the Almighty ! I trust to realize the regenera-
tion of the brave and respectable nation to which you
belong. I have made a solemn engagement, and its
welfare has always occupied my thoughts. . . . How
satisfactory it would be to me, General, to see you my
helpmate in the accomplishment of these salutary
labours! Your name, your character, your talents,
will be my best support."
Alexander accordingly offered the Polish remnant of
the Grande Armfe a choice between serving Russia and
disbanding.  To a deputation from Lithuania, in July
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